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Introduction: Ms Francesca Palestra, Technical Officer, WHO Geneva

MPDSR with specific focus on Perinatal death reviews: PAHO’s perspective
Dr Andres de Francisco, Director of the Department of Family, Health Promotion & Life Course, PAHO

Part 2: Panel discussion 
Facilitated by Dr Pablo Duran, Regional Advisor in Perinatal Health, PAHO

• Dr Gustavo Batres Cerezo, Mr Mario Tipol, Dr Jennifer Annaite Aguirre Morales and Dr Elizabeth 
Santiago, MPDSR national committee representatives, Guatemala

• Dr Mario Izquierdo, Deputy Director, General Directorate of Strategic Interventions in Public 
Health, Ministry of Health, Peru

• Dr Natasha Sobers, Researcher, George Alleyne Chronic Disease Research Centre, Jemmott's
Lane, St.Michael, The University of West Indies, Barbados

Closing remarks: Ms Francesca Palestra, Technical Officer, WHO Geneva



A SPECIAL FOCUS ON PERINATAL 
DEATH REVIEWS IN MPDSR



▪

→

→

→

▪

→

→

→

▪

Definition of neonatal mortality and stillbirth
▪

▪

→

→

→

▪



Definition of Perinatal Mortality

• The number of fetal deaths of at least 28 weeks of 
gestation and/or 1000 g in weight and newborn 
deaths (up to and including the first seven days after 
birth). 

• Perinatal mortality is presented as a rate per 1000 
total births (i.e. including stillbirths and live births).
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Maternal and Perinatal Death Surveillance and Response, 
National Policies (2018-2019)

Source:  WHO SRMNCAH Policy Survey, 2018-2019



Maternal and Perinatal 

Death Surveillance and 

Response (MPDSR)

is a continuous action-cycle of 
identification, notification 

review, and analysis of maternal 

and perinatal deaths followed by 

response to prevent future 

deaths.
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THE REASONS WHY 
a robust MPDSR system is important: 
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•



THE NEW MPDSR MATERIALS TO SUPPORT 
IMPLEMENTATION
This document is a practical step by step guidance, relevant to establish a 
framework to assess the burden of maternal deaths, stillbirths and 
neonatal deaths, including trends in numbers and causes of death and on 
how to link maternal and perinatal death reviews. 

MPDSR
Can improve the quality of 

maternal and perinatal care, 

which is an essential to 

achieve Universal Health 

Coverage.

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240036666


What’s New?
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How to select perinatal cases for review? 
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Dr Andres de Francisco, Director of the Department of 
Family, Health Promotion & Life Course, Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO)
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Moderator

Dr Pablo Duran, Regional Advisor in Perinatal Health, 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
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Q&A & PANEL DISCUSSION

Dr Gustavo 
Batres Cerezo

Coordinator of 
the MPDSR 
National 
Committee, 
Guatemala

Lic. Mario Tipol

Epidemiologist  & 
MPDSR National 
Committee 
Representative, 
Guatemala

Dr Jennifer 
Annaite Aguirre 
Morales

MPDSR 
National 
Committee 
Representative, 
Guatemala

Dr Elizabeth 
Santiago

MPDSR 
National 
Committee 
Representative 
Guatemala

Dr Mario 
Izquierdo
Deputy Director 
General, 
Directorate of 
Strategic 
Interventions in 
Public Health, 
Ministry of 
Health, Peru

Dr Natasha 
Sobers

Researcher, St 
.Michael, The 
University of 
West Indies, 
Barbados



What’s next?

•

•

•

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240036666
https://www.qualityofcarenetwork.org/webinars/series-7-webinar-7-maternal-and-perinatal-death-surveillance-and-response-materials
mailto:palestraf@who.int




Thank you!

Recording & slides are available at: 
https://www.qualityofcarenetwork.org/webinars/series-7-
webinar-7-maternal-and-perinatal-death-surveillance-and-
response-materials

Visit website: 
https://www.qualityofcarenetwork.org/about 


