
Transforming 
Care for Small and Sick Newborns
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Every Newborn Action Plan 



Transforming Care for small and sick newborns:
Implementing quality care for every small and sick newborn

This series will accompany the learning and experience in implementing the WHO Standards for improving 
the quality of care for small and sick newborns in health facilities (2020) and related guidance for their 
implementation. 

Upcoming topics: 

• New Evidence on Kangaroo Mother Care - Wednesday July 21 2021

• Nurturing Care for Every Newborn – Wednesday August 25 2021

WEBINAR SERIES OBJECTIVE: 

Every Newborn Action Plan 



Part 1: 
Expanding human resources for care of small and sick newborns; Strategic options 
to address gaps in HR for newborn care

• Dr. Ornella Lincetto, Medical Officer, WHO Geneva

Kenya’s experience developing a neonatal nursing cadre

• Dr. Laura Angwenyi Bonareri, Head of Division, Newborn and Child Health, Ministry of Health 
Kenya

• Dr. Joyce Jebet, Lecturer,  University of Nairobi

Part 2: Q&A

Facilitated by Dr. Gagan Gupta, Health Specialist, Maternal and Newborn Health, UNICEF HQ

Transforming care for small and sick newborns
Expanding human resources for the care of small and sick newborns 



Part 1: 

Expanding human resources for care of 
small and sick newborns; Strategic options 
to address gaps in HR for newborn care

• Dr. Ornella Lincetto, Medical Officer, Department for Maternal, Newborn, Child 
and Adolescent Health and Ageing, WHO Geneva
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Part 2: 

Kenya’s experience in developing 
a neonatal nursing cadre

• Dr Laura Angwenyi Bonareri, Head of Division, Newborn and 
Child Health, Ministry of Health Kenya

• Dr. Joyce Jebet, Lecturer, University of Nairobi
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Status of Newborn Care in 

Kenya



Priority interventions 

1. Birth asphyxia

2. Prematurity

3. Sepsis 

Leading causes of death:

1. Immediate essential 
newborn care

2. Interventions for small 
and ill babies

3. Neonatal infection 
management

4. Adoption of 
standards for 
improving QoC for 
the SSN



National Policies & Guidelines

Health Care worker Capacity is a critical prerequisite to successful 

implementation of these policies and guidelines which articulate the 

priority interventions in improving Newborn care in Kenya



Kenya’s experience 
developing a Neonatal 
Nursing Training Program



Overview

 The demands for neonatal nursing training has increased over time.

 Previously, the training was captured in general under paediatrics/  

midwifery

 Gaps identified in provision of neonatal care

 Efforts are geared towards newborn survival



The training at the University of Nairobi

 Neonatal nursing for undergraduate students is covered under paediatric

nursing and also under midwifery and obstetric nursing courses. 

 The time allocated is 30 hours theory and 80 hours clinicals in total.

 For postgraduate (Midwifery and Paediatric Nursing students), neonatal 

nursing is taught separately for the two groups. Each group covers a 

minimum of 60 hours, which includes theoretical, clinical rotations, case 

presentations etc.



Other universities

 Different modalities of delivery

 Neonatal care is taught with postnatal care for 60 hours tuition

 Offered through overview lecturers and tutorials

 Bachelor of Science – Midwifery – offered in 120 hours



Specialized training

 Higher Diploma in Neonatal Nursing - offered at the Kenyatta National 

Hospital Training School

 Higher Diploma in Neonatal Critical Care – Cicely McDonell College Of 

Health Sciences – The Nairobi Hospital

 Higher Diploma in Paediatric Nurse Training – Gertrude’s Children’s Hospital, 

Nairobi



Other neonatal training courses

 Several courses are offered as continuous professional development (CPD). 

These include:

 HBB

 ETAT

 EmONC

 S.T.A.B.L.E

 Workshops/ conferences



Professional associations

 Association of Neonatal Nurses - Kenya



2nd African Neonatal Nursing 
Conference

 Hosted by University of Nairobi, 

Association of Neonatal Nurses –

Kenya and Council of 

International Neonatal Nurses 

(COINN)



Next steps

 In the pipeline, plan to establish a Neonatal Nursing Clinical Fellowship

 Regular neonatal nurse training short courses

 Webinars/ seminars



Questions & Answers

Facilitation:

Dr. Gagan Gupta

Health Specialist, Maternal and Newborn Health

UNICEF HQ

Please type your questions in the CHATBOX 

Every Newborn Action Plan 



▪ Join the follow-up Community of Practice conversation 
➢Care for small and sick newborns community of practice hosted by Save the 

Children: Care of the Small & Sick Newborn | IBP Network

▪Upcoming webinars in this series:

➢Wednesday 21 July 2021 at 2pm CEST: Immediate Kangaroo Mother Care
Register here: bit.ly/iKMC21July

▪ Learn more about the series: bit.ly/SSNB2021

▪Visit website: https://www.qualityofcarenetwork.org/about

STAY ENGAGED

https://ibpnetwork.org/topics/14356/feed
https://www.qualityofcarenetwork.org/about

